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by the certainty that " the principles of equity on which repose the general order, the peace, and the well-being of the nations " must henceforth be their only resource ! The Tsar had sown, in the teeth of a driving Gallic wind, the germs of pacifism in France.1 But the seeds had pushed to the light amid a rank undergrowth of aspirations towards " revenge/' Was there no way of making a harmonious garden-plot of these blades of corn and of these scarlet poppies ? Pacifism and War! Here were two reciprocal contradictory ideals. Could nothing be done to reconcile them ?
The problem seemed to the French to have been solved by the ex-president of a friendly nation and a " sister republic/' The rough-rider of Cuba had been the laureate of the Nobel Peace Prize. Frenchmen awaited Mr. Roosevelt's arrival with anxious expectations, hoping to learn from his lips the formula which the United States had found useful, and which might serve as a remedy for their own malaise. They were not disappointed. Here is what the ex-president said to them at the University of Paris, in a lecture which was disseminated by the Tenths among some fifty thousand school-teachers throughout the country :
" The good man should be strong and brave, that is to say, capable of fighting, of serving his country as a soldier, should the occasion arise. There are well-intentioned philosophers who declaim against the iniquity of war. They are right, provided they insist merely on the iniquity. War is a horrible thing; and an unjust war is a crime against humanity. But it is a crime of this sort because it is unjust, not because it is war. The choice should always be in favour of right, whether the alternative is peace or war. The question should not be simply : ' Is there going to be peace or war ? ' The question should be ; ' Shall the cause of right prevail ? Are the great laws of justice once more to be observed ? ' And the reply of a strong and virile people will be : ' Yes, whatever the risk may be/ No honourable effort should ever be neglected in order to avoid war, just as no honourable effort should be neglected by an individual, in private life, to avoid a quarrel; but no self-respecting individual, and no self-respecting nation, should submit to injustice."
i See p. 139,